
Unit 8. Further 
summary practice



Objectives:

 To demonstrate understanding of 
explicit, implicit meanings and 
attitudes

 To select and use information for 
specific purposes

 To organise and structure ideas and 
opinions for deliberate effect

 To make accurate use of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar



Further 

summary 

and 

reading 

practice

• In general, summary questions are 
usually based on factual, non-
fiction passages. They require 
you to write a straightforward 
summary of the main details 
contained in the passage that are 
relevant to the specific 
requirements of the question that 
has been set.

• However, sometimes passages used 
for summary are based on types of 
writing other than that which is 
intended to convey information.



The 
following 
exercises 
are based 
on a range 
of types of 
writing.

Passage 1 is a newspaper article about the ways in which women’s 

football is using social media to promote its image.
Passage 1

Passage 2 is taken from a speech given by an American educator, in 

which he is putting forward a deliberately controversial view about 

education in the present day.

Passage 2

Passage 3 is an extract from Charles Dickens’ novel Bleak House, 

describing (and satirizing the behavior of) the eccentric Mrs Jellyby.
Passage 3

Passage 4 is a more conventional informative passage about the 

early history of advertising.
Passage 4

Passage 5 gives two different accounts (the first is a newspaper 

article; the second is a blog) of a visit to the Dutch theme park, 

Efteling, providing you with the opportunity to write a summary 

based on two passages.

Passage 5



Remember

The exercises relating to these passages allow 
you to approach summary writing in different 
ways and also provide extra practice exercises 
to test your skills in other types of reading 
questions (such as directed writing). However, 
in all cases, you should concentrate on making 
notes of the main points before writing your 
final version.

Remember to use your own words as far as 
possible and to write between 200 and 250 
words.



Exemplar 
question and 
sample response









Exercise 1.



Model response



Thought 

process



Notes



Final 
summary



Passage 1.

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC 
BY-NC.
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Passage 2

Read carefully the following passage. Imagine 
that you are a journalist who was present 
when this speech was given. Write a report 
for the readers of your newspaper in which 
you make clear the attitude of the speaker 
and his beliefs about schools and education.

Note: This is still a summary question, but it is 
expressed in a slightly different way from 
those that you've seen so far.







Passage 3

By referring closely to the passage , write a summary, using 
your own words, of:

• What you have learned about Mrs. Jellyby and the house in 
which she lives.

• The criticism the author is making of her and her lifestyle. 
(Note: In this part of the question you are asked to describe 
the author's criticisms, not to summarise the comments 
made about the character in the novel who is describing the 
visit.)









Passage 4
A) The society in which we live is very 
much dominated by advertisements 
of all kinds. This passage is about the 
ways in which advertising first came 
to prominence many years ago. Read 
the passage carefully and then make 
notes of what it tells you about the 
origins of advertising.

B) Use the notes that you made to 
write an article for a textbook 
intended for younger school students 
/10- 11 years old/. You should write 
about 250 words.









Passage 5
• Read carefully the two passages that follow. Write a 

summary, using information from both passages, of 

what you learn about Efteling Theme Park and what 

visitors can do there.














