




Short-answer questions are 

straightforward and test your 

understanding of a passage that you 

have read. They require brief, factual 

answers to show that you have 

understood a particular piece of 

information in the text. You should try to 

express your answers in your own 

words.  

What are short-answer questions? 
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Applying your skills 
 You might be asked to show an understanding of the 

passages printed for you to read. Although different papers use 

different types of questions to do this, success depends very much on 

the care and concentration with which you read. 

 It is good idea  to keep the following points in mind when you 

set about preparing to answer questions: 

  You have plenty of time to read the passages carefully; don’t rush 

into writing you answers until you have gained a clear 

understanding of what you have been asked to read. 

  Remember that a clear understanding of the questions is as 

important as reading the passages. This will help to ensure that 

you are in the best position to select the details that are relevant to 

the question you are answering. 



  Read each passage through carefully from beginning to end in 

order to gain a general, overall understanding of it: it is important 

that you gain a sound overview of what it is about. 

  Once you have achieved both an overview of the passage and a 

clear understanding of what the questions require, then look 

closely at the relevant sections of the passage on which the 

questions are based. It may help to underline or highlight key 

points in the text so that you can easily find them when writing  

your answers. 

  The next step is to produce your written answers to the questions. 

Remember: it is important that what you write makes clear that you 

have understood exactly what the question requires. A reader can 

judge your understanding only by what you have written: don’t 

leave out points which may seem obvious if they are relevant; if 

you don’t include a point, you cannot be given credit for knowing it.  



  Make sure that the details you include in your answers are 

relevant  to the question. 

  Write your answers clearly, without irrelevant comments. 

  Use your own words as far as possible to demonstrate your 

understanding. If you are asked to  explain the meaning of a word 

such as exciting remember that an answer which says ‘something 

that makes you feel excited’ will not be sufficient, as you need to 

use a word such as thrilling to show your understanding. 
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●  factual (an article giving information) 

●  narrative (a passage telling a story or 

a part of story- this could be a true 

account such as an account of a visit to 

somewhere taken from a travel book) 

●  descriptive (a piece of writing 

describing a person, place or object 

which may include the writer’s feelings 

about what(s) he is describing) 

●  argumentative writing (an article in 

which the writer puts forward a point of 

view or belief in an attempt to provoke 

her/his readers to agree- or disagree). 

Texts which 
might be used 

to test your 
comprehension 

skills will be: 



The types of questions you could be asked are likely 

to vary, depending on the type of passage. 

 

More straightforward questions often require only 

short, one-or two-sentence answers. 

 

You might also be required  to find factual details 

from the passage. More demanding questions may 

ask you to interpret some of the points included in 

the passage to arrive at you’re answer. 

 

Comprehension of text often doesn’t have a right or 

wrong answer; what is important is that you give 

evidence that you have understood the details of the 

passage and can apply this to produce a consistent 

interpretation of the question. 
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There are some techniques that are specific to short-answer 

comprehension questions. 

Short answer questions require brief, factual answers to show that 

you have understood a particular piece of information in the text. You 

should try to express your answers in your own words. 

The way in which a question is worded will give you some indication 

of the approach you should take  in your answer. For example: 

  Questions which contain instructions such as Give to reasons 

require straightforward retrieval of details from the passage. 

Remember that you should provide two distinct reasons and not 

just two aspects of the same reason! 

  Questions which ask you to Explain something, such as the 

writer’s opinions, require you not only to  say what the opinions are, 

but also to make some comment about them in your own words. 

 



 Questions which begin Why do you think the writer uses certain 

words or expressions (for example), require you to interpret and 

explain the writer’s intentions in choosing these words. There are 

no specific right or wrong answers to these questions- remember to 

justify your opinion. 

  Questions which contain an instruction to use your own words 

require you not to copy words or phrases directly from the original 

passage in your answer, but to substitute other words to make 

clear that you have understood the words the writer has used.  It is 

particularly important if the question asks you to give the meaning 

of words used in the original passage that you don’t use the same 

word (or a derivative of it) in your definition! 





 



 

















 







 










