
ACTIVE 
READING 



•  DEMONSTRATE 

UNDERSTANDING OF  

WRITTEN TEXTS, AND OF THE 

WORDS AND PHRASES 

WITHIN THEM 

•  SUMMARIZE AND USE  

MATERIAL FOR A SPECIFIC 

CONTENT 

•  SELECT APPROPRIATE 

INFORMATION FOR SPECIFIC 

PURPOSES 

•  DEMONSTRATE ACCURACY 

IN SPELLING, PUNCTUATION 

AND GRAMMAR. 

OBJECTIVES:  



WHY DO 
YOU READ? 

• If you catch a train, you will probably 

read the timetable to make sure you know 

when your train arrives/ departs.  

•  Whenever you use a computer, you need 

to read the different messages that 

appear on the screen. 

•  When you settle down to relax after a 

hard day’s study, you might decide to 

watch TV. You will look at a TV guide. 



 
READING 

 

Passive Active 



  

 

 

Passive 

reading: 

The process by which we 

register what we read on 

road signs, etc. without 

consciously having to 

think about the meaning 

of the words used. 



  
 

Active 

reading:  

The process involved in 

making sense of more 

complicated  pieces of 

writing, in which we have to 

engage more closely with 

what is written and think 

carefully about the meaning 

of the words used by the 

writers. 



 



THE SIX ACTIVE READING SKILLS 

1. Visualize Students should try as best as they can to paint pictures in their mind of what is 

being described in the text. Visualizing brings the text to life and helps students 

to connect more easily. 

2. Clarify Take a moment to summarize or explain to yourself what you have just read. If 

you need to reread a sentence, take the time to do so until you have a clear 

understanding of what you have read. 

3. Question Do you have questions about the text? Is there something about which it made 

you wonder? Write your questions down. 

4. Predict Try to imagine or guess what might happen next based on what you’ve just 

read. If it’s a story, what do you think will happen to the character? If it’s a 

news article, where do you think this information is going to lead?  

5. Connect Try to make connections between what you are reading and things that you’ve 

seen, felt or experienced in your own life. 

6. Evaluate Think about what you’ve just read. Is there a theme? Can you come to any 

conclusions? Try to develop an opinion about what you’ve read. 



FOR 
CAMBRIDGE 
IGCSE FIRST 
LANGUAGE 

ENGLISH 
YOU NEED 
TO BE ABLE 

TO:  

Demonstrate understanding of 
explicit meanings 

Demonstrate understanding of 
implicit meanings and attitudes 

Analyze, evaluate and develop 
facts, ideas and opinions, using 
appropriate support from the 

text. 



FOR 
CAMBRIDGE 
IGCSE FIRST 
LANGUAGE 

ENGLISH 
YOU NEED 
TO BE ABLE 

TO:  

Demonstrate understanding of 
how writers achieve effects 

and influence readers 

Select and use information for 
specific purposes. 

 

 



HOW DO YOU 
DEVELOP THE SKILL 

OF ACTIVE 
READING? 



HERE ARE SOME SUGGESTIONS OF WAYS IN 
WHICH YOU CAN DO THIS: 

• Read a wide range of texts, not just novels and magazines but also 

newspaper articles, any leaflets or pamphlets you can find. 

•  Remember, work in other subjects, such as history or sociology, also 

requires you to read non-fiction books which contain complicated and well 

structured arguments. Other types of non-fiction writing include journals, 

travel books, blueprint, diagrams, letters and web and magazine articles. 

•  With everything that you read make sure that you think carefully about 

what the words, sentences and paragraphs actually mean. 



HERE ARE SOME SUGGESTIONS OF WAYS IN 
WHICH YOU CAN DO THIS: 

•  It’s good idea to have a pencil and notepad close to 

hand whenever you are reading in order to underline or 

highlight key words and phrases as you read. 

•Make annotations in the margin to summarize points. 

• Read critically by asking yourself questions as you read 

the text. Who wrote it? When? Who is the intended 

audience? 



Te s t  y o u r  a c t i v e  r e a d i n g  s k i l l s !  

Exercise 1. 

•  Read through the following paragraphs, in which the writer describes 

a journey on the luxurious Simplon- Orient-Express train. 

•  As you read, make notes of any words or phrases about whose 

meaning you are not clear and then check their meaning by using a 

dictionary. 

•  Write down a one- sentence summary of each paragraph. 

•  Make up five questions /with answers/ to test your understanding of 

the passage and then give them to a partner to answer. 



 



SKIMMING 
AND 

SCANNING-
GETTING THE 

GIST 

Sometimes you need to be able to read 

as much as you can and understand it as 

fully as you can, in a limited period of 

time. This is why developing your active 

reading skills is so important. You must 

read through the whole question paper 

carefully, but if you are skilled at reading 

actively, then you can save some time by 

employing the techniques known as 

skimming and scanning. 



Skimming: Reading quickly through a 

passage or article in order to gain an overall 

understanding of its content, in particular by 

using clues from headlines, sub-headings, etc. 

Scanning: Reading sections of the passage or 

article more closely once you have 

established the overall meaning by skimming, 

in order to ensure understanding of the most 

important points relating to the overall 

meaning. 



Gist: The substance or general meaning of 

a piece of writing. 

Key words: These are words in a question 

that either give clear instructions as to 

what you should do to answer the question 

(explain-describe) or which make clear 

what should be the focus of your answer 

(character’s behaviour, details of a place, 

etc. ) 



Topic sentence: The sentence in a 

paragraph that sums up the main 

idea of the paragraph. It is often, but 

not always , the opening sentence of 

that paragraph. 



PRACTISE 
YOUR 
ACTIVE 
READING 
SKILLS! 

•Read the question 

•Read the text 

•Find the information 

•Write notes 

•Write your answer 





 




