
Tone and Register 



What is register and tone?

The words tone and register refer to the 
features of your writing that give it its individual 
quality or style. For example, your tone could 
be formal or informal, humorous or serious, 
depending on the type of piece you are 
writing. What is especially important is that your 
tone stays consistent throughout each piece 
of writing that you produce. 



Register and tone



Register

Register refers to the particular types of 

language used for particular cases.



Types of Registers

Formal Informal



Formal Register

A formal register uses formal, 

non-colloquial language only 

and avoids all kinds of slang.



Informal Register

An informal register contains 

slang, everyday expressions 

and not necessarily a perfect 

grammar.



Tone

Shows the general feeling of the writing, 

conveying different feelings proper to the 

text, creating different kinds of messages.



Expressed feelings

Different feelings can be shown depending 

on the way of writing, such as being angry, 

calm, personal, engaging, conversational, 

serious, exciting, among others.





Exercise 

You will read some extracts and then 
describe the tone and register of each 
passage (as fully you can) and identify its 
purpose, the audience for whom it is likely to 
have been written and any clues that you 
can find that may suggest the cultural or 
historical background from which it comes.






