Unit 1: Rocket science

A Reading

1 Read the letter below.

Passage A: New Year’s Eve fireworks
a .

Dear Mum and Dad

There was g countdown o midnight in fireworks in bty roman and arqpj, nurmerals,
Organisers sq;q they wanted 1, create a burst of light to imitate 4 sunrise and dazz
Emi

spectators with g Upjtsq Arab Emirafes flag that could q1s, break records Jor being
the largest eyp, made of fireworis, They certainly did that!

I 'was down with thousands of watchers standing by fhe Jountains at Burj khalifa, the
world's taflest fower, which wqs used as g backdrop for the display. Everyone got there
early and te anticipation beforehand was electric; it wqsn tonly the children who were

. Iride.

ourttding feqpt Up To meet the cascades of light. Bouguets of bright flowers of every
hue filed ths 8Ky,

Everyone was ho/ding up their phone t, cpture the images, holding their breath,
Mesmeriseq It was tpo much to take in: there were 00 many places fo'look

8imulfqncously_ The soundtrack of sci-fi film-type music matched fhe d/;p/d)’ :f o
a”;’”g light anq Water, and made jt 4 5pace-age experience. There was huge dpp

at f)

d
€ end checr/ng and whistling that went on for ages. It was unforgettable, an
Ir eally wisp, You could have seep, it too.

I st then!
95 et et 1y really eoying the job and the Ifesiyl, o 11 sl e here the
ve,

Lee
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2 Give meanings for the following words, as they are used in Passage A. Loc?k up any words you do
not know, but first try to guess from the 1</ or stem of the word. The first one has been done for

you as an example.

a extravaganza QP},QJQ%_,___.__“ —

b coordinated —_ -

¢ synchronised ——

d technicians

electric

(]

-

incandescent

iridescent

= 0m

scintillating - -

mesmerised

j simultaneously

3 a Nextto each of the above words, write which part of speech it is, as used in the passage.

b Study the words and then write out without looking (in a notebook) those you did not know
how to spell.

Comprehension and summary

4  Re-read the fourth paragraph of Passage A and comment on:
a the sentence structure and its effect




