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Persuasive device 
(Magazine article – The joys of jogging)  

Unit 8. 



Persuasive writing (Page 81)

•Persuasive writing aims to convince someone to do 
something for their own benefit or that of the writer. 

To be effective, your writing must clearly focus on: 
•Purpose

•Give specific evidence

• Show awareness of the audience being targeted

•Choose vocabulary to evoke the required emotional 
response. 



VARP
Voice 
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Purpose



Page – 84. The joys of jogging

✓ Read the magazine article about the pains and
pleasures of becoming a jogger.

B. Persuasive devices







The joys of jogging: New words

• Beetroot- to have a red face

• Virtuous- strong and healthy

• Shuffle- walk by dragging one's feet along or without lifting 
them fully from the ground.

• Evangelist-a person who seeks to convert others to the 
Christian faith

• Preach- advice, recommend

• Premature- occurring or done before the usual or proper 
time



The joys of jogging: New words

• Premature- occurring or done before the usual or proper 
time

• Terminally- in a way that is predicted to lead to death; 
incurably.

• Rigid- not able to be changed or adapted.

• Macho man- masculine in an overly assertive or 
aggressive way.

• Dip- to leave especially suddenly or prematurely



Task #2 Imagine you are the speaker in the article and 
you are trying to persuade a reluctant friend to join you 
in taking up jogging. 

a. Scan the article, locating information which you 
would use to persuade your friend that jogging is a 
worthwhile activity. 

b. Now scan it again, finding points which someone 
would use to explain why he or she is not keen on 
becoming a jogger.  



IN ORDER TO BE PERSUASIVE

• You need to give facts and details to show that you are 
well-informed about the topic. 

•When aiming to elicit sympathy and agreement from an 
audience, you need to convey your enthusiasm through 
vocabulary choice (especially emotive adjectives), a 
passionate tone and style which is clear and authoritative. 



Task #4
Your gym has asked you to produce a single-sided A4 
publicity flyer to hand out to its members, to explain: 

- the physical benefits of jogging 
- the mental benefits of jogging 
- the process of becoming a jogger. 

Write the text, using relevant material from the article and any 
other relevant ideas that can be inferred from it. Using your 
own words and organize the points under appropriate topic 
headings. 





Writing Focus 



Formal Letter Structure
Dear Madam/Sir (or the official position)

or

Dear Mr/Ms (Surname) (If you know his/her name)

• Section 1: Reason for writing/topic of letter

• Section 2: Background to and details of request/complaint/issue

• Section 3: Conclusion, thanks, prediction, advice warning

Yours faithfully (If you have not addressed the recipient by name)

or

Yours sincerely (If you have addressed the recipient by name)

You would use this format when writing for official or business 
purposes, or to someone whom you have never met.


