
Engaging your 
audience: Tension 

and suspense 



Narrative style 
• Sometimes in narratives a short sentence – or even a non-

sentence – can be dramatically effective, especially at the 
beginning or end,  or at the climatic moment. 

•Remember, however, that complex sentences are generally 
the best way of expressing yourself with variety, fluency 
and economy. 

•Avoid beginning every sentence with its subject, or using 
and then, which monotonous and unnecessary in 
chronological writing. 















•Explain what happened in the 
story, using your own words? 
•(30-50 words) 



Comment on the following aspects of the short story. 

a.The plot and its ironies
b.The setting and structure 
c.The use of dialogue 
d.The first and last sentence 
e.The title



Plot
•In a narrative or creative writing, a plot is the 
sequence of events that make up a story, whether 
it's told, written, filmed, or sung. 

•The plot is the story, and more specifically, how 
the story develops, unfolds, and moves in time.



Irony
• In various forms is a powerful plot device. 

•Unexpected events or character behaviors can create 
suspense for readers, heighten the humor in a literary 
work, or leave a larger impression on an audience.

• As a plot device, irony allows readers to re-evaluate 
their knowledge, expectations, and understanding.



Narrative Writing

•Give the story a new title.

•Write your new ending to the story, 
as an extra paragraph to the story.

•What kind of ending would be 
appropriate? 


