
UNIT 6. 
MORE COMPLEX 

SUMMARY QUESTIONS
A comprehensive test of reading and writing skills



OBJECTIVES

• To demonstrate understanding of explicit meanings

• To demonstrate understanding of implicit meanings and attitudes

• To select and use information for specific purposes

• To organise and structure ideas and opinions for deliberate effect

• To use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures appropriate 

to context

• To make accurate use of spelling, punctuation and grammar



INTRODUCTION

Summary writing is useful to make sure you have 

understood the passage you have just read, and to help 

explain what the passage is about to someone else. 

Summaries should be a piece of continuous writing 

and no more than 250 words in length.



WHAT IS A SUMMARY?

To summarize means to condense a text 

without losing the important information, so 

writing a summary involves taking the 

essential meaning from what you read, but 

making it shorter.



KEY TERM: LINGUISTIC 
EXPRESSION

• The way the language used by 

writers conveys their thoughts and 

ideas to a reader.



EXERCISE1. 

Read carefully the article ‘Genetically Modified Foods- for and 

against’ and then summarise:

• What GM foods are and how they were developed.

• The reasons given as to why they could be advantageous

• The concerns that some people in the UK have about GM foods.

Remember to make a list of key points and to use your own words 

as far as possible.  You should write between 200 and 250 words.









EXAMPLE RESPONSE

The purpose of this section is to help guide you through the process of 

writing a summary of this passage.

 First, we will look at the thought processes of a student approaching the 

task and relate these to the highlighted section.

 Next,  we will make numbered  notes of the main points to be included.

 Finally, we will produce an example of a final summarised version of the 

points required by the question.











LET’S 
WRITE 
IT!

•Read the question

•Read the text

•Find the information

•Write notes

•Write your answer



GOOD LUCK!


