


In this unit you will: 

  demonstrate understanding of explicit 

meanings 

  demonstrate understanding of implicit 

meanings and attitudes 

  demonstrate understanding of how writers 

achieve effects and influence readers 

  use a range of vocabulary and sentence 

structures appropriate to context  

 



Writers use a variety of techniques to 

achieve a particular effect with their 

writing. They carefully select words 

and phrases to make their audience 

respond in a particular way. In this unit 

we will be looking at ways to approach 

tasks that ask you about how writers 

use these tools. 



More complex comprehension 

questions 

You might need to use your reading skills to answer 
questions that require more developed and longer 
responses. For example, you maybe asked to 
produce a piece of continuous writing in which you 
show your understanding of a reading passage by 
using details from it with a different purpose from 
that of the original writer and addressing a different 
audience. 

Another type of longer question might ask you to 
write a detailed  analysis of the writer’s use of 
language and how it sets out to achieve a particular 
response in readers. 

 



Understanding how writers 

achieve effects 

All good writers are aware of their audience and 
choose their words carefully in order to 
persuade their readers to share their viewpoint. 
To do this, they pay particular attention to the 
tone of voice they use. 

The tone or register of a piece of writing is 
produced not just by the choice of vocabulary, 
but also by the lengths and types of sentences 
used, the choice of similes and metaphors as 
well as the use of other literary devices such as 
irony, rhetorical questions, alliteration and so on. 



Continuous writing:  
 

 

Continuous writing describes 

something like an essay or story 

that is written in linked, flowing 

paragraphs with no sub-

headings,etc. It differs from 

directed writing as writers express 

their original thoughts and ideas 

and do not have to follow a 

prescribed content and format.  

 

 



Tone:  
 

 

The mood implied by a 

piece of writing, 

conveyed through the 

writer’s choice of 

words, sentence 

structures and so on. 

 

. 



Simile:  
 

 

A descriptive 

comparison introduced 

by like or as in which 

one thing is compared 

directly to another. 

 

. 



Metaphor:  
 

 

A descriptive 

comparison in which 

one thing is expressed 

in terms of another 

unrelated object. 

 

 

. 



 

Irony:  
 

 

 

The use of words to 

convey a meaning 

opposite to their literal 

sense. 

 

. 



 

Alliteration:  
 

 

 

The repetition of the 

same sound at the 

beginning of words in a 

phrase, for example the 

cold, clear, call of the 

cuckoo. 

 

. 



 

Purpose:  
 

 

 

A writer’s purpose is 

her/his reason for 

writing. It may be to 

entertain, persuade, 

inform, explain, etc. 

 

. 



 

Purpose:  
 

 

 

A writer’s purpose is 

her/his reason for 

writing. It may be to 

entertain, persuade, 

inform, explain, etc. 

 

. 



 

Audience:  
 

 

 

The people for whom a 

piece of writing is 

intended; the spectators 

at a dramatic or musical 

performance. 

 

. 



 





 





Answer techniques 

 It is important to remember that questions of 

this type test both reading and writing skills and that 

very often the marks allotted to the reading elements 

are greater than those allotted to writing.  

 When approaching a task such as this, you 

should ensure that you have a clear understanding of 

the precise details on which you should focus in the 

original passage. If the questions contains bullet 

points (●- dot symbol)  indicating key topics /see 

Exercise 1 above/ than it is good idea to use the 

bullet points in structuring your response. 

 



Answer techniques 

 Questions such as question 1 require you to 

adopt a persona (in this case, that of a visitor to 

San Francisco) and provide you with a genre for 

writing (a friendly letter) and an audience to whom 

your writing should be addressed (an older sister). 

  Remember, the letter is to a close relative so you 

will be expected to adopt an informal tone and 

use appropriate salutation and valediction. 

However, you should also keep in mind that you 

need to show your ability to write accurately and 

clearly in English in English, so your letter should 

not be  so full of colloquial expressions. 



Answer techniques 

 It is also highly unlikely that you 

will be required to put an address at 

the top of your letter but will simply be 

instructed to begin your letter with 

’Dear Sister…’ or something similar. 



Persona:  

The role or character 

adopted by an author.  

 

Informal tone:  

Writing that is close to 

colloquial expression. 



Salutation:  

The words used at the 

beginning of a letter to 

address the person being 

written to, e.g. Dear 

Nanny… 

 

Valediction:  

The words used to sign off 

a letter, e.g. Yours 

sincerely, Yours faithfully. 



 




