
Review:
understand  how 
writers achieve 

effects



Objectives:
* To revise writer’s effect 

questions

* To identify some key ideas

* To do some practice



z Remember the iceberg?



zWriter’s Effect Writing Frame
You may wish to use the following writing frame to structure each 
paragraph:

The writer creates the impression of … in paragraph …

The word ‘…’ helps to create this effect. It literally means …

However, it also suggests …

The word has connotations of … 

The writer uses this word to create an image of …
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Explaining an idea:
● This implies... this suggests... which 

gives the impression that... this 
shows... this clearly shows... possibly... 
perhaps... this indicates that... 
obviously... this conveys to the reader 
that... 



Key ideas 
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After reading a passage you need to work 

out what effect the writer has created. Here 

is a checklist of possibilities:

● An experience has been described.

● An atmosphere has been created.

● A statement of fact has been made.

● An opinion/ emotion has been conveyed.

● A reaction has been provoked.
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● You can see the scene that has been 

described.

● You can hear the sounds that have been 

described.

● You can almost smell or taste something that 

was described.

● You can almost physically or emotionally feel 

something described.

Next you need to work out what impression 

has been made on your mind or senses. 

Here is a checklist of possibilities:
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● The specific meaning of a word.

● The associations created by a word.

● The rhythm and pace of words and 

sentence structures.

● The positioning of words, phrases, 

sentences and lines on the page.

Finally you need to understand what 

caused this effect on you. Here is a 

checklist of possible causes:



—Someone FamousPractice



Question



Paragraph 5.



Paragraph 8



A Picture Is Worth a 
Thousand Words



Re-read paragraphs 1 and 12.

• Paragraph 1 begins ‘Lost in the shadows ’ and is about 

what Clay sees and feels as he climbs the ladder.

• Paragraph 12 begins ‘Inside: imagine ’ and describes the 

inside of the bookstore.

Explain how the writer uses language to convey meaning 

and to create effect in these paragraphs. Choose three 

examples of words or phrases from each paragraph to 

support your answer. Your choices should include the use 

of imagery.

Write about 200 to 300 words.



Paragraph 1.



Paragraph 12.




