
REPORTED SPEECH



- We use direct speech to quote people’s exact words. We use inverted commas 
(“ “) in direct speech.
“I come from Ireland,” Fiona said.

- We use reported speech to report the exact meaning of what someone said, 
but not the exact words. We do not use inverted commas  in reported speech.
Personal pronouns, possessive adjectives and possessive pronouns change 
according to the meaning of the sentence.
Fiona said that she comes from Ireland.

- We can report someone’s words either a long time after they were said (out-
of-date reporting) or a short time after they were said (up-to-date 
reporting).



Say-Tell- Ask



Expressions with say, tell and ask

SAY good morning/ afternoon, etc.

something/ noting, etc.

a prayer, so, a few words, etc.

TELL the truth, a lie, s secret, a story, a joke, the time, the difference, sb one’s 

name, sb the way, one from another, one’s fortune, sb so, etc.

ASK a favour, the time, a question, the price, etc.



Reported statements



The tenses change as follows:



Modal verbs



Remember:



Some words and time expressions 
change:



Remember:



Reported questions



Reported 
Commands/Requests/Suggestions
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