REPORTED SPEECH




- We use direct speech to quote people’s exact words.VVe use inverted commas
(“*) in direct speech.
“I come from Ireland,” Fiona said.

- We use reported speech to report the exact meaning of what someone said,
but not the exact words.We do not use inverted commas in reported speech.
Personal pronouns, possessive adjectives and possessive pronouns change
according to the meaning of the sentence.

Fiona said that she comes from Ireland.

- We can report someone’s words either a long time after they were said (out-
of-date reporting) or a short time after they were said (up-to-date
reporting).




Say- Tell- Ask

* Say can be used both in direct and reported speech. It is used with or without a personal object. When
used with a personal object, it is always followed by the prepasition to (said to me). In reported speech,
say is not followed by an abject pronoun, but it can be followed by that.

She said, “I'm happy."/She said to me, “I'm happy.”

~+ She said (that) she was happy.

Tell can be used both in direct and reported speech, Itis always followed by a personal object (told me).
afie told me, “I'm happy.”

~ She told me (that) she was happy.

Ask is used in reported questions and requests. It is also used in direct questions,

“Where is Tom?" he asked me.

= He asked me where Tom was.

“Will you do me a favour?” Mary said to me.

= Mary asked me to do her a favour,




Expressions with say, tell and ask

good morning/ afternoon, etc.
something/ noting, etc.

a prayer, so, a few words, etc.

TELL the truth, a lie, s secret, a story, a joke, the time, the difference, sb one’s
name, sb the way, one from another, one’s fortune, sb so, etc.

ASK a favour, the time, a question, the price, etc.




Reported statements

e Verb tenses and time expressions change in reported speech:

a) when the introductory verb IS in & past tense.
“I'm buying a new car next month,” he said.
— He said that he was buying a new car the following month.

b) in out-of-date reporting.
(Wednesday 13 October) Tim said *| have caught a cold.”
(Sunday 17 October) Tim said that he had caught a cold.

¢) when we consider what the speaker says 10 be untrue.
“Peter and | are business partners,” Jill said to me.
Jill said that she and Peter were business partners. (but Peter had never met her.)




The tenses change as follows:
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Modal verbs

Direct speech Reported speech
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will — would "I will study medicine.” He said (that) he wuuld study madlmna
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He said (that) he r.::uultl cock very well,

“I can cook very well.”

e ——— i Wi 8 - ——— I_.

can —» muldfwnuld be able

to (future reference)

“l can mest you at noan.”

to meet me at noon.
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may — might

shall —+ should
(asking for advice)

(e

! may go for a ride.”
“What shall | tell him?

He said (that) he could/would be able

He said {Ihat} he might go for a ride.
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He asl-:ad whal he shnuld tell h|m

shall — offer
{axpressmg offers)

must -+ must/had to
{obligation)

needn’t —+ needn't/didn’t

need to/didn’t have to

“Shall | help you?”
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“You must write an essay.”

S LR e s ol

He offered to help me.
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He said (that) | must/had to
write an essay.

"You needn’t feed the dog.”
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| needn't/didn’t need to/
dldn't have to feed ths dn-g
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Remember:

» Would, could, might, should, ought, had better, used to and mustn't do not change. Must does not

change when it expresses a logical assumption.
"You could walch a video," he said. = He said that we could walch a video.

You must be happy,” Susan said fo Joe. = Susan fold Joe {that) he must be happy.




Some words and time expressions
change:

now — then, at the time, immediately here — there
today, tonight = that day, that night come — Qo
vesterday — the day before, the previous day

fwo days agoe — two days before

last month = the month before, the previous month
this week — thal week

tomorrow — the next/following day
next manth — the month after, the following meonth




Remember:

Tenses do not change in reported speech when:

a} the introductory verb (say, tell, etc.) is in the present simple, future or present perfect.
I five in Tokyo,” e says.
— He says (thaf) he lives in Tokyo.

b} the speaker reports something a short time after it was said {up-to-date reporting).
“There is plenty of food in the fridge,” Mum sald.
— Mum said (that) there is plenty of food in the fridge.

¢) the reported sentence deals with type 2 or type 3 conditionals.
“If | had the maoney, | would travel abroad,” Kelly said. _
— Kelly said (that) if she had the money, she would travel abroad.

Tenses can either change or remain the same in reported speech when the speaker reports a general

truth, a law of nature or a permanent state.
“The sun sets in the west,"” the teacher said.

The teacher said (that} the sun sels/set in the west.




Reported questions

* Reported questions are usually introduced with the verbs ask, inquire, wonder or the expression want to
know. The verb is in the affirmative. The question mark and words/expressions such as please, well, oh,
etc., are omitted. The verb tenses, pronouns and time expressions change as in statements.

* When the direct question begins with a question word (who, where, when, why, what, how old, how
long, elc) the reported question is introduced with the same question word. When the direct question
begins with an auxiliary verb (is, do, have) or a modal verb (can, may, etc) then the reported question
begins with If or whether,

"Where are you from?" she asked me. — She asked me where | was from.
"Can you speak ltalian?” Tom asked me. = Tom asked me ifiwhether | could speak Italian.




Reported
Commands/Requests/Suggestions

¢ To report commands, requests, suggestions, instructions, etc., in reported speech we use an appropriate
introductory verb (advise, ask, order, suggest, elc} and the to-infinitive, -ing form or that-clause,
depending on the introductory verb (see table of introductory verbs below).
‘Be quiet.” = He ordered us to be guiet.
"Will you help me set the table, please?" Susan said. = Susan asked me to help her set the table.
‘Let’s go lo the shopping centre.” — He suggested going lo the shopping centre.




DO TTHE EXERCISES
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