
Unit 1. Rocket 
science

Lesson 1.



Contents:

-Reading text type: letter
- Writing: news report
-Grammar: prefixes, parts of 
speech



A. Reading



Ex-1. Read 
the letter.



B. Language 
and style



Grammar: Prefixes

English words often have prefixes. 

Prefixes come from both Greek and Latin, which 
means there are often two prefixes with the same 
meaning, e.g. con and syn (together). 

The table below shows common prefixes, what 
they mean and examples of words in which they 
appear.





a. extravaganza- spectacle

b. coordinated- …

c. synchronized- …

d. technicians- …

e. electric- …

f. incandescent- …

g. iridescent- …

h. scintillating- …

I. mesmerised- …

J . simultaneously- ...

Ex- 2.
Give meanings for 
the following words , 
as they are used in 
Passage A. Look up 
any words you do not 
know, but first try to 
guess from the prefix 
or stem of the word. 
The first one has 
been done for you as 

an example.



Ex-3.

a. Next to each of the above 
words, write which part of 
speech it is, as used in the 
passage.

b. Study the words and then 
write out without looking /in a 
notebook/ those you did not 
know how to spell.



a. extravaganza- spectacle /n/

b. coordinated- combined /adj/

c. synchronized- made to happen at the same time /v/

d. technicians- specialists /n/

e. electric- excited /adj/

f. incandescent- fiery /adj/

g. iridescent- sparkling /adj/

h. scintillating- shimmering /adj/

I. mesmerised- entranced /adj/

J . simultaneously- at the same time /adv/

Ex- 2,3.
Give meanings for 
the following words , 
as they are used in 
Passage A. Look up 
any words you do not 
know, but first try to 
guess from the prefix 
or stem of the word. 
The first one has 
been done for you as 

an example.



Grammar: Parts of speech

• ‘Parts of speech’ is the term used to 
indicate the role a word plays in a 
sentence.

• The main ones are noun, verb, adjective 
and adverb.





C. Comprehension 
and summary



Ex- 4. 
Reread the fourth paragraph of 
Passage A and comment on:

A. the sentence structure and its effect

___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
_______________________________________

B. the vocabulary and its effect

___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________



Ex- 5. 
Select relevant 
material from the 
passage and write a 
news report in six 
paragraphs, with a 
suitable headline , for 
the next day's local 
newspaper.



Ex- 5.

Para. 1: time, place and nature of the event

Para. 2: records broken

Para. 3: features of the display: countdown; flag; use of the 
Burj Khalifa

Para. 4: planning and statistics for the display

Para. 5: reaction and behavior of the crowd

Para. 6: made- up quotation from an organizer and /or 
spectator  



Good luck!


