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Good writers will make sure that their 

writing contains a mixture of sentence 

types that are appropriate to the tone and 

purpose of their writing. 



Phrase

•A phrase is a group of words which does not contain a 
finite or main verb;

Example; 

• The lion, lying quietly in the bushes, seemed completely 
harmless. 

• The words in italics are phrase which describes the lion. 

•However, they would not make complete sense if used on 
their own. 



Clause: is a group of words which does 
contain a finite verb. 

Clause

main                    subordinate 



Main clause: is a single unit which can stand on 
its own and make complete sense. 

•Juan hurried to school. 



Subordinate clause: does not make complete 
sense on its own.  

•because he had overslept and  missed his bus

•Juan hurried to school because he had overslept and  

missed his bus. 

• In  this sentence, although the subordinate clause 

provides further information about why Juan was 

hurrying it does not make a sense to a reader without 

the main clause which comes before it. 



Simple sentence

•A sentence that contains just one main 

clause is know as a simple sentence. 



Compound clause 

•A sentence containing two or more main 

clauses joined by a conjunction is known as a 

compound sentence. 

•Example: Juan overslept and then he missed his 

bus to school. 



Complex sentence

•A sentence which contains mixture of main and 

subordinate clauses is known as a complex sentence. 

•Example; 

•Juan missed the bus, which he hoped to catch to bus, 

and then had to run all the way to get there before the 

bell rang. 

•Usually, complex sentences need conjunctions to link 

the different clauses together. 








