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• IELTS (International English Language 

Testing System) 

• Task-based test 

• Communicative competence 

• Assesses and reports performance in 

all four language skills 



www.ielts.org 

 

• IELTS: the test that sets the standard 

• Standardised world-wide 

• Very strong recognition 

• Reputation 
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Interpreting IELTS Band Scores 

1. Understanding IELTS Band Scores 

2. Understanding IELTS Band Score Scale 

3. IELTS scoring in Detail 

4. Useful tools 
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1. Understanding IELTS Band Scores 

 

•  Candidates’ scores: 1 to 9 

•   L/R/W/S: score 1-9 

•   Overall Band Score /9 
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 Each component of the test – Writing, 

Speaking, Reading and Listening – is given 

an individual score, so your overall exam 

result will be made up of a score for each 

component and an overall band score. The 

overall band score is the average of the four 

individual scores. 



www.ielts.org 

For example: 
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The IELTS TRF 

(Test Report Form) 
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2. Understanding IELTS Band Score 

Scale 

 Your band score is designed to provide an 

accurate assessment of your level of proficiency in 

all four aspects of English – Writing, Speaking, 

Reading and Listening. 

 This can then be used by various institutions 

to help them decide if you will be able to study, 

work or live successfully in the country to which 

you are applying. 
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This table 

shows the 

overall IELTS 

scores and 

their 

descriptors. 
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3. IELTS Scoring in Detail 

   

  Here is some information about how the 

individual components are scored which 

will help you to understand the IELTS band 

score system. 
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Listening 

   

  The listening test contains 40 

questions. One mark is awarded for each 

correct answer (raw score). The score out 

of 40 is then converted to the IELTS nine-

band scale. 
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Listening Test- 

Raw Score 

Conversion 

 

Raw Score Band Score 

39- 40 9  

37- 38  8.5 

35- 36  8 

32- 34  7.5 

30- 31  7 

26- 29  6.5 

23- 25 6 

18- 22  5.5 

16- 17  5 

13- 15  4.5 

11- 12 4 
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Reading 

  The reading test also contains 40 questions 

with one mark awarded for each correct 

answer (raw score). The score out of 40 is then 

converted to the IELTS nine-band scale. 

  The difference between the Academic and 

General Reading tests is one of genre or text 

type. The Academic Reading test is likely to 

contain texts with a greater complexity and which 

contain more difficult vocabulary. 
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Academic 

Reading Test- 

Raw Score 

Conversion 

 

Raw Score Band Score 

39- 40 9  

37- 38  8.5 

35- 36  8 

33- 34  7.5 

30- 32  7 

27- 29  6.5 

23- 26 6 

19- 22  5.5 

15- 18  5 

13- 14  4.5 

10- 12 4 

8- 9 3.5 

6- 7 3 
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General 

Reading Test- 

Raw Score 

Conversion 

 

Raw Score Band Score 

40 9  

39  8.5 

37- 38  8 

36  7.5 

34- 35  7 

32- 33  6.5 

30- 31 6 

27- 29  5.5 

23- 26  5 

19- 22  4.5 

15- 18 4 

12- 14 3.5 

9- 11 3 
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Writing 

 The two part writing test is marked by an examiner 

who awards an IELTS band score based on four criteria: 

 

• Task Achievement (Task 1) / Task Response (Task 2) 

• Coherence and Cohesion 

• Lexical Resource 

• Grammatical Range and Accuracy 

 Each criterion carries equal weight. An average is 

taken of the four criteria scores to give the 

overall IELTS band score. 
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Speaking 
 

 Similar criteria are applied to the speaking 

test and the IELTS band score is calculated in the 

same way. 

• Fluency and Coherence 

• Lexical Resource 

• Grammatical Range and Accuracy 

• Pronunciation 
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4. Useful tools 

• IELTS Website www.ielts.org  

• IELTS Global Recognition Site 

• IELTS Standards Setting DVD 

• Public Band Descriptors 
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