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What is a narrative?



•A narrative tells a story through a series of events (plot) in 
evolving characters. 



What is a description?



•Description is a detailed account of something 
witnessed or experienced. Both may or may not 
be fictional.



#1 Are the following statements about descriptive 
writing true or false? 

1. Descriptive writing must be based on the truth.

2. You need a wide vocabulary to be good at descriptions.

3. It is difficult to make descriptive writing interesting. 

4. Descriptive writing is the easier choice.

5. You should use only the sense of sight when describing 
something.

6. Descriptive writing doesn’t need a structure.

7. You don’t need to write in full sentences for description. 

8. Descriptions are often written in the present tense.  



What is descriptive language and style? 

• Descriptions are often written in the present tense to give a sense of 
immediacy.          

• Your vocabulary level and ability to structure varied and sophisticated 
sentences are assessed, so you should avoid repeating words or using non-
sentences (without main verbs).

• Don’t start every sentence in the same way, e.g. with There is or The storm or it, 
but vary the subject and verb and the word order. Variety is the key to good 
descriptions, so try to avoid ordinary language and include the following: 

NEXT SLIDE →



•Unusual (polysyllabic) vocabulary

•As many of the five sense as possible

•Multiple adjectives 

•Similes and metaphors

•Varied sentences lengths and types

•Sound effects (e.g. alliteration, assonance, 
onomatopoeia). 



• Avoid repeating words or non-sentences.

• Vary the subject and verb, and the word order.

• Avoid ordinary language

Include:

Unusual vocabulary (polysyllabic)

As many as 5 senses as possible

Multiple adjectives

Varied sentence lengths and types

Sound effects (alliteration, assonance, onomatopoeia)

Simile and metaphor

What is descriptive writing?



•Alliteration: Repetition of the first sounds 
or sounds in a group of words.



Assonance





•A simile is a figure of speech in which two things are compared in a 

way that clearly indicates that a comparison is being made. 

• This is typically done using the words like or as.

• His temper is like a thunderstorm. 

• His temper is as furious as a thunderstorm

• His temper is furious, much like a thunderstorm.



•Similes are generally used to make descriptions more 
vivid. 

• “The stars twinkled” 

• “The stars twinkled like diamonds.”

Similes allow descriptions to be more concrete or 
better engage the senses…



• The word metaphor refers to a symbol that represents 

something else.

• Metaphors can create powerful imagery and description, 
deepening the meaning of objects and ideas.

Examples: 

• The grandfather clock is king of the family room furniture.

• The grandfather clock became a death knell for her childhood.

• The grandfather clock had the face of an estranged lover.



Metaphor 1: shows us the clock’s size and importance; 

Metaphor 2: shows us the clock’s ominous presence, focusing 
on its sound; 

Metaphor 3: treats the clock as forlorn and solitary.

• In other words, each of these metaphors express the 
relevance of the grandfather clock without stating it 
explicitly. Such is the beauty of metaphors: the ability to tell a 
story through proximity.

•The grandfather clock is king of the family room furniture.
•The grandfather clock became a death knell for her childhood.
•The grandfather clock had the face of an estranged lover.



Homework:

Page 23 – exercise 3,4, 5


