


- To define what is a verb
- To correctly 
differentiate between 
transitive and intransitive 
verbs
- To determine the use of 
verbs and construct 
sentences using common 
verbs



A verb is a word that 
shows action or links a 

subject to another 
word in a sentence.



Important Notes

Most verbs are 
action words. They 

tell you what 
people, animals or 
things are doing.



For example:



For example:

1. The boy broke the window.
2. The dog barked.
3. The ugly duckling became a swan.

Boy, dog, duckling- is referred to as the subject of the 
verb. 
window- that follows the verb is known as the object of 
the verb.



Transitive and 
Intransitive verbs



Transitive verbs

Verbs that have objects are 
called transitive verbs. 

Some verbs have an object. The 
object of a verb is the person or 
thing that is affected by the 
action of the verb. Look at this 
sentence:

The subject of the verb is Alice. She 
is the person who does the action: 

she eats. The object of the verb is a 
banana. A banana is affected by 
the action of the verb. So in this 

sentence, the object of the verb ‘eat 
’ is ‘a banana’. 



More examples:

Here are some sentences with transitive verbs. The verbs 
are printed in bold and their objects are printed in 
color.

John likes apples. 
Sam knows the answer to the question.
My sister cooks all our meals. 
My brother rides his bike in the street. 
Dad buys tea at the market. 
Mom writes stories in her spare time.



Intransitive verbs

A verb that does not have an 
object is called an intransitive 
verb.

Some verbs don’t have an object. 
Here are some sentences with 
intransitive verbs.

In China, lots of people walk to work. 

The boys play in the yard after school. 

Mr. Carter always drives very carefully. 

Doris is a very successful 
businesswoman. 

Michael and I both entered the race. He 
won but I lost.



Remember!



For example:

1. The boy broke the window.
2. The dog barked.
3. The ugly duckling became a swan.

Boy, dog, duckling- is referred to as the subject of the 
verb. 
window- that follows the verb is known as the object of 
the verb.



Remember!

1. The boy broke the window.

transitive

2. The dog barked.

intransitive



Let’s do some 
practice!



Exercise 1.



Exercise 2.



Exercise 3.





List the verbs in the following sentences. Then copy and 

complete the table that follows.

1. Steven ate his lunch quickly.

2. He was very keen to play football.

3. The spectator cheered as Steven scored a goal.

4. The sweet shop owner spoke kindly to Helen.

5. Helen’s mother asked a difficult question.

6. The football smashed the sweet shop window.

7. The boys were sorry for breaking the window but the sweet 

shop owner told them they would have to pay for the damage.

Exercise 4.



Table

Verb

Transitive/ 

Intransitive

Subject of verb Object of verb (if 

there is one)



Good Luck!


