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In this unit you will:

demonstrate understanding of explicit
meanings

demonstrate understanding of implicit
meanings and attitudes

demonstrate understanding of how writers
achieve effects and influence readers

use a range of vocabulary and sentence
structures appropriate to context



Writers use a variety of techniques to
achieve a particular effect with their
writing. They carefully select words
and phrases to make their audience
respond In a particular way. In this unit
we will be looking at ways to approach
tasks that ask you about how writers
use these tools.



You might need to use your reading skills to answer
guestions that require more developed and longer
responses. For example, you maybe asked to
produce a piece of continuous writing in which you
show your understanding of a reading passage by
using details from it with a different purpose from
that of the original writer and addressing a different
audience.

Another type of longer question might ask you to
write a detail ed anal ys
language and how it sets out to achieve a particular
response in readers.



All good writers are aware of their audience and
choose their words carefully in order to
persuade their readers to share their viewpoint.
To do this, they pay particular attention to the
tone of voice they use.

The tone or register of a piece of writing Is
produced not just by the choice of vocabulary,
but also by the lengths and types of sentences
used, the choice of similes and metaphors as
well as the use of other literary devices such as
irony, rhetorical questions, alliteration and so on.



Continuous writing:

Continuous writing describes
something like an essay or story
that is written in linked, flowing
paragraphs with no sub
headings,etc It differs from
directed writing as writers express
their original thoughts and ideas
and do not have to follow a
prescribed content and format.



Tone:

The mood implied by a
piece of writing,
conveyed through the
wril teros ch
words, sentence
structures and so on.




Simile;

A descriptive
comparison introduced
by like or as in which
one thing Is compared
directly to another.




Metaphor:

A descriptive
comparison in which
one thing Is expressed
In terms of another
unrelated object.




lrony:

The use of words to
convey a meaning
opposite to their literal
sense.




Alliteration:

The repetition of the
same sound at the
beginning of words in a
phrase, for example the
cold, clear, callof the
cuckoo.




Purpose:

A writeraos
her/his reason for
writing. It may be to
entertain, persuade,
Inform, explain, etc.




Purpose:

A writeraos
her/his reason for
writing. It may be to
entertain, persuade,
Inform, explain, etc.




Audience:

The people for whom a
piece of writing Is
Intended; the spectators
at a dramatic or musical
performance.




Emotive language

Words have dlffer.ent suggested meanings depending upon the context in which they
are used;. professional writers are very much aware of these associations and will use
thgm to influence the way their readers respond to what is written. For example,
think about the difference between these two sentences:

On arnival at her uncle’s house, she was given a cordial welcome.

On arnival at her uncle’s house, she was given a hearty welcome.

Both sentences give the same basic information to the reader, but the choice
of adjectives (‘cordial’ and ‘hearty’) gives the reader different impressions of the
warmth of the welcome the girl received.

‘Cordial’ suggests something much more formal than ‘hearty’, although the root
meaning of both words is exactly the same. (‘Cordial’ derives from the Latin word
for heart.) A sensitive writer, however, is aware of the different suggestions of the
two words (much formal language in English derives from Latin vocabulary) and
will choose ‘hearty’ to describe a friendly reception and ‘cordial’ to describe a more

formal greeting. . |
Now look at this example: it is a collection of eye-witness reports of the great

earthquake that hit San Francisco on the 18th April 1906.







