Example of clear paragraphing

The short article ‘Murderball: Spiked wheelchairs. Crashes galore.” Is written in nine
paragraphs. You will see that each paragraph or group of paragraphs develops a different
point.

Elsewhere we have talked about structure. Clearly, the paragraphing has given this short
article a very good structure.

Wheelchair rugby, popularly known as ‘murderball’, is one of the most exciting events of
the Paralympic Games. The passage that follows is an extract from an article about this
sport and focuses on Kylie Grimes, the only female member of the UK Team in the 2012
Games.

Murderball: Spiked wheelchairs. Crashes galore.

By David Jones

Among all the uplifting
biographies in these
Games, Kylie's is
particularlyinspirational.

Aged 18,she was a sporty
student who travelled
the country competing
in  equestrian  evenls
Then, one night, while
attending a party al a
friend’s home, she dived
into the shallow indoor
swimming pool and
her life changed in an
instant.  Striking  her
head on the bottom,
she snapped her spine
and was paralysed from
the neck down. Even
her arm movements are
limited, and it seemed
unlikely she would ever
participate in sporl again.

She at first made an
attempt tosue the ownerol
the house where the party
was held for £6omillion
compensation., claiming
there should have been
a waming sign beside
the pool, but she lost the
case. Nevertheless, by that

icha

time, her fortunes had
undergone an astonishing
transformation that no
money could buy.

It came when, having
attempted wheelchair
racing and found it oo
painful tositin the required
position, her therapists
at the Aspire Centre for

spinal injuries in Stanmore,

Middlesex. suggested she

try ‘murderball’, in which
the chair is designed
differently.

She started by playing for
Kent Crusaders, one of
just ten teams in the UK,
and showed such tactical
awareness  and raw
courage as a defensive

player that within only
two yearsshe was selected
tor the Paralympic squad.



Paragraphs 6 to 8 consist
of a series of comments
about her daughters
strengths from Kylie's
mother. This provides a
wider perspective on her
situation and ako gives
a more personal tone

to the artide. The final,
very short paragraph
effectively emphasises
Kylie's determination and
commitment to her sport.

The final paragraph
returns to the writer’s
perspective and the
situation in general, but
also indudes spacific
details about Kylie's
appearance which
leaves the reader with

a strong sense of her
individuality.

*Kylie was hooked on the
sport assoon as she sawit,’
says her mother, Karen.
‘She has always been a
great team-player, and
from the moment she was
injured she never looked
back. only forward. She
told me: “Mum, it’s not
about what I can’t do —
it’s about what I can do.™”

‘Al first | was nervous
when [ watched her,

and she was sometimes
thrown out of her chair.
But now I dont worry
because, as she says, she
has already broken her
neck — so there’s not
much worse that can
happen, is there?'

‘She knows she’ll be hit
just as hard as the men,
and she wouldn’t have it
any other way.’

Having watched her
yesterday, I have no
doubt of it. Kylie is also
clearly something of an
exhibitionist — she has
dyed her hair bright red
for the Paralympics and
had a Union Jack etched
into a shaven section of
her scalp.
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5 September 2012




